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R. SCOIT APPLEBY, NOTRE DAME HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR, TO ADDRESS THE

CATHOLIC CHURCH'S RESPONSE AND RESPONSIBILITY TO SEXUAL ABUSE CRISIS
DAYTON, Ohio- Notre Dame historian R. Scott Appleby, who spoke at the U.S.
Catholic Bishops' Conference on Sexual Abuse, will address "The Sexual Abuse Crisis: The
Church's Response and Responsibility," at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 20, in the Sears Recital Hall in
the Jesse Philips Humanities Center at the University of Dayton.
The talk, which launches the second year of UD's "The Wounded Body of Christ: Sexual
Abuse in the Church" lecture series, is free and open to the public.
A professor of history at the University of Notre Dame, he also serves as the John M.
Regan Jr. Director of the Joan B. Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies.
The lectures this semester take a theological focus, said Sandra Yocum Mize, chair of the
religious studies department at the University of Dayton. "We will look at how various
structures of the church and how theological commitments and understandings have contributed
to the crisis and how they can also be resources for understanding and responding to the crisis,"
Mize said. "We will try to bring ourselves into a situation where we can, as much as possible,
prevent this kind of crisis from happening again."
Appleby was invited to speak at the U.S. Catholic Bishops' Conference on Sexual
Abuse in Dallas two years ago.
"The crisis confronting the church today cannot be understood, and thus not adequately
addressed, apart from its setting in a wider range of problems," he told the bishops. "At the
heart of these problems is the alienation of the hierarchy, and to a lesser degree many of the
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clergy, from ordinary lay women and lay men. Some commentators say that the root of this
scandal is betrayal of purity and fidelity; others say it is the aloofness of the bishops and the
lack of transparency and accountability. They are both right: to be faithful to the church
envisioned by the council fathers of Vatican II, bishops and priests must trust the laity,
appropriately share authority with them, and open their financial, legal, administrative
practices and decisions to full visibility. They must give a compelling account of the faith that
is within them and address controversial issues directly, in an open and collaborative spirit."
The complete text of Appleby's remarks can be found at
http:/ /www.usccb.org/bishops/appleby.htm
Appleby is the author of The Ambivalence of the Sacred: Religion, Violence and

Reconciliation, and co-author, with Gabriel Almond and Emmanuel Sivan, of Strong Religion: The
Rise of Fundamentalisms Around the World.
From 1988 to 1993 he was co-director of the Fundamentalism Project, an international
public policy study conducted by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He is coauthor, with Martin E. Marty, of the five-volume Fundamentalism Project.
Upcoming lectures in the Wounded Body of Christ series during the fall semester
include:

•

L. Gregory Jones, dean and professor of theology at the Duke Divinity School, 7 p.m. on
Thursday, Oct. 14, in Chudd Auditorium, and

•

Sidney Callahan, the McKeever Chair in Moral Theology at St. John's University,
Queens, N.Y., 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 16. The location will be announced.
For more information, call (937) 229-4321.

-30To arrange an interview with R. Scott Appleby, call Teri Rizvi at (937) 229-3241 or
rizvi@udayton.edu. For more on the lecture series, contact Sandra Yocum Mize at (937) 2294321.

